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We say “Shumbrat!” when we welcome guests in our Mordovian land. 
The whole Russia is reflected in the portrait of Mordovia, which is today home for about 900 thousand 

people. For many centuries, people of different ethnicities – Russians, Mordovians (Moksha and Erzya), Tatars, 
Ukrainians and Belarusians have lived and worked here alongside. The Mordovian people took an active part in 
the formation of the Russian state, and today, like other peoples of the Republic, it makes a significant contribu-
tion to the strengthening and development of the great country. Therefore, the celebration of the 1000-year Uni-

ty of the Mordovian people with 
peoples of the Russian State will 
become a true festive occasion 
for the whole Russia in 2012.

Mordovia was glorified 
around the world by its out-
standing natives – the genius 
sculptor Stepan Erzya and the 
legendary pilot Mikhail Devya-
tayev. The Mordovian land is 
connected with the fates of the 
Russian Fleet Admiral Fyodor 
Ushakov, a major philosopher 
Mikhail Bakhtin, a Russian poet 
Alexander Polezhayev and a fa-
mous ophthalmologist Vladimir 
Filatov. 

Among the bright attractions 
of Mordovia are: the S. Erzya 
Museum of Fine Arts which pro-
vides the largest collection of the 

Athletes – the pride of Russia and Mordovia
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master’s works, the Saint Righteous Warrior Feodor Ushakov Cathedral, which is the largest religious building in 
the Volga region, the Sanaksar monastery, the Mordovian National Drama Theatre, the Republican United Local 
History Museum, the ethnic-cultural center in the village of Staraya Terizmorga, the Ice Palace and the Sports 
Complex “Mordovia”. 

The capital of Mordovia, Saransk, is 642 kilometers away from Moscow. During the last few years, Saransk 
has been officially recognized as one of the most comfortable cities of Russia. 

Mordovia is a booming region and one of the leaders of the Volga Federal District in terms of economic 
and social development. About 200 major investment projects are being carried out in Mordovia now.  The new 
projects to build high-tech industries in the leading sectors of economy and the construction of an industrial 
park (Technopark) of federal significance are planned.

Today the sport glory of Mordovia is associated with the names of the Olympic champion, wrestler Alexei 
Mishin, the whole constellation of race walkers led by their legendary coach Viktor Chegin; the Olympic cham-
pions Olga Kaniskina and Valeriy Borchin, the prize-winner of two Olympics Denis Nizhegorodov, the twice 
world champion Sergey Kirdyapkin. Mordovia is proud of its outstanding fellow-citizens and sportsmen: Peter 
Bolotnikov, Yevgeni Maskinskov, Shamil Tarpischev, Alexei Nemov, Svetlana Khorkina, Alexander Ovechkin, Oleg 
Maskaev, and Yuriy Borzakovskiy.

Much attention is given to the preservation and development of the Mordovian people’s indigenous cul-
ture in the Republic. The first International Festival “Shumbrat, Finno-Ugria!” was held in the atmosphere of 
celebration and inter-ethnic harmony in the summer of 2007 in Saransk. It brought together the heads of three  
states – Russia, Hungary and Finland, as well as representatives of the Finno-Ugric peoples from around the 
world. 

Hearts of people of Mordovia are open for communication. We are always glad to see you in our hospitable 
land! 

�
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On 13 January 
2009, Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medve-
dev signed the Decree 
“On celebration of the 
1000-year Unity of 
the Mordovian People 
with Peoples of the 
Russian State”.

The Decree par-
ticularly states:  “Con-
sidering historical and 
cultural significance of 

coexistence and common intellectual values of peoples 
of Russia and in connection with the 1,000th anniver-
sary of the Mordovian people’s unity with the Russian 
state peoples, I resolve: 

1. To accept the proposal of the Republic of Mordo-
via public authorities to celebrate the 1000-year Unity 
of the Mordovian People with Peoples of the Russian 
State in 2012. 

2. The Government of the Russian Federation rely-
ing upon the presentation from the Republic of Mordo-
via public authorities  is charged to approve: 

– the membership of the steering commit-
tee charged with organizing the celebrations of the  
1000-year Unity of the Mordovian People with Peoples 
of the Russian State; 

– the plan of main activities related to organizing 
and holding the celebration of the 1000-year Unity 
of the Mordovian People with Peoples of the Russian 
State. 

3. The public authorities of the Russian Federation 
entities are recommended to take part in organizing 
and holding the celebration of the 1000-year Unity 
of the Mordovian People with Peoples of the Russian 
State”.  

One thousand 
years ago Russia was 
at the dawn of its 
statehood, but even 
then, traditions of mu-
tual respect, friend-
ship and support be-
tween the ethnicities 
that made up the new 
country had been es-
tablished. 

The Mordovian 
people made a natu-
ral, historic choice to live and develop within a unified 
country. This allowed them to retain their identity yet 
work with other nationalities to create our common 
state. 

This is where things stand, in my opinion. Indeed, 
they set about creating a common state. Finno-Ugric 
peoples truly were among the originators of the Rus-
sian statehood, who worked together with Slavic peo-
ples to create our country. 

This is why we plan to celebrate the forthcoming 
anniversary as a nationwide holiday, which will in-
volve regional, federal and international events… the 
main point is the long-term effect of the anniversary 
celebrations.

Our strategic objective is to create the conditions 
in Russia, in particular in the Republic of Mordovia, 
that will allow the Finno-Ugric languages and culture 
to flourish, their rich legacy to be studied, and their 
friendly contacts with related ethnicities in other 
countries to be expanded. 

From the speech of Russian Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin at the opening session of the steering committee 
charged with organizing the celebrations of the  
1000-year Unity of the Mordovian People with Peoples of 
the Russian State of 16 December 2009 
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1000-year Unity of 
the Mordovian people 
with peoples of the 
Russian State has his-
torical significance for 
the Mordovian people 
and the Finno-Ugric 
community in Russia. 
At its deepest sense, 
this anniversary will be 
a symbolic event in the 
life of the country; it 
will cause international 

interest, especially in the countries of the Finno-Ugric 
world... 

The format of the upcoming anniversary differs 
substantially from the already familiar ideology of vol-
untary “entry” and corresponds to the real complexity 
and naturalness of the historical process. Together we 
created the Russian state. We were together both dur-
ing the victories and in severe trials... 

It is symbolic that the main commemorative events 
will be held in 2012, which marks 400 years since the 
end of the Interlunation in Russia. And the celebration 
of the Millennium may become one of the main com-
ponents of the nationwide celebrations of the date of 
the revival of Russian statehood. 

From the speech of the Head of the Republic of Mordovia 
Nikolay Merkushkin at the opening session of the steering 
committee charged with organizing the celebrations 
of the 1000-year Unity of the Mordovian people with 
peoples of the Russian State of 16 December 2009
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“MY LAND! MY LOVED RUSSIA AND thE MORDOVIANS!”

The Mordovians are one of the many peoples of the Finno-Ugric language family in the Russian Federation. 
According to the scientists, more than 20 million people living in the territory of the former USSR have Mordo-
vian roots. 

The Mordovians are very dispersedly settled. The Republic of Mordovia is home to only one third of the 
Mordovian population. Compact groups of the Mordovians live in Samara, Penza, Orenburg, Ulyanovsk, Nizhny 
Novgorod and Saratov regions, as well as in the republics of Bashkortostan, Tatarstan and Chuvashia. A sig-
nificant number of the Mordovians live in Moscow and Moscow region, the Urals, in Siberia, the Far East and 
Sakhalin. Apart from Russia, significant groups of the Mordovians live in Kazakhstan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 

Moksha Mordovian girl Girl in the Erzya Mordovian national costume
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The main sub-eth-
nic groups of the Mor-
dovians are Moksha and 
Erzya. The Moksha Mor-
dovians are settled in 
the south-western parts 
of the Republic of Mor-
dovia, as well as in Penza 
and Saratov regions. The 
Erzya Mordovians live 
in the eastern regions of 
Mordovia; they are also 
compactly settled in Sa-
mara and Orenburg re-
gions, in Bashkortostan, 
Tatarstan, as well as in 
the adjoining areas of 
Nizhny Novgorod and 
Ulyanovsk regions, and 
the Chuvash Republic.

The Mordovians are 
one of the most ancient 
peoples of Russia. For 

the first time the ethnonym “Mordovians” (Mordens) was mentioned by a Gothic historian Jordan in the 6th 
century. In other West European sources the Mordovians were also called Merdas, Merdinis, Merdium, Mordani, 
Mordva, Morduinus. In ancient Russian chronicles ethnonym “Mordva” (“Mordovians”) appears from the 11th 
century. Its stem goes back to the Iranian-Scythian languages: Iranian mard – “man”. In Mordovian the specified 
word survived to denote a husband: “mirde.”

Tribes of the Gorodetsk culture, living since the 8th century BC until the beginning of the Common Era in 
the western part of the Middle Volga and in the Oka regions, took the fundamental part in the formation of the 
ancient Mordovian people. In the first centuries of the Common Era, separate groups of tribes, including the 
Mordovians, singled out from the Gorodetsk ethnic community. The characteristic features of the ancient Mor-
dovian culture became stable from about the middle of the 3rd century AD. Until the 4th century AD the ancient 
Mordovian tribes occupied a vast territory between the Tsna, Oka, and Sura rivers.

Ancient Mordovians lived in close proximity to the tribes of the Slavs. In the end of the 1st millennium AD the 
first Slavic settlers appeared in the Mordovian lands. At that time, a thousand-year-long history of cohabitation 
of the Russian and Mordovian peoples began. 

Up to the early 20th century, early forms of religious beliefs were widespread among the Mordovians, which 
included ancestor worship and the belief in deities embodying various natural phenomena. Since around the 
14th century, Orthodoxy began to penetrate into the Mordovian environment. 

Mordovian Folk Art has a long tradition. It has been brightly embodied in the art of jewelry, embroidery, 
beadwork, making adornments, etc.

Dutch coach Guus Hiddink who led the Russian national football team 
was presented a traditional Mordovian shirt in Saransk 
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Embroidery is a striking and original phenomenon of the Mordovian folk art, which was the main adorn-
ment of traditional clothing. Wool and, less often, silk and paper threads of mostly brick-red and black or dark 
blue colours were used for embroidery. Embroidery was done without a drawing, by counting threads. A special 
hook was used for embroidery, it was called kechkaz. 

Beadwork takes a significant place in the folk art of the Mordovians. Beads were widely used for clothing; dif-
ferent adornments were made out of them. It was sewn onto the canvas, leather or strung on a thread, wire, etc. 

The Mordovians were also practicing pattern weaving. Patterned fabrics were basically used for decoration. 
They decorated the ends of belts and head-towels, hats and shoulder clothing. The composition of ornamental 
motifs of patterned fabrics is geometric: zigzags, herring-bones, oblique crosses, diamonds, and checks. 

Decorative wood carving is also a traditional kind of folk art of the Mordovians. From the earliest times, 
objects of everyday life – spinning wheels, wedding chests (pari), looms, salt shakers – were covered with 
carvings.

Handicrafts have been traditionally widely practiced in Mordovia. There were over 100 kinds of handi-
crafts in the late 19th – early 20th centuries. The most advanced ones were those related to the processing 
of wood, wool, hemp and flax, the manufacture of pottery, the production of canvases, clothing, felting cloth 

and footwear. Mordovian blacksmiths manufactured 
agricultural work tools, horseshoes, locks, nails, axes, 
household utensils. Distillation of resin and tar was 
also largely practiced.

Masters of furniture making from the village of Ka-
baevo received 15 silver and bronze medals for their 
products – bent furniture – at national, provincial and 
district fairs in the late 19th – early 20th centuries. 

Ancient Mordovians were famous for wild-honey 
farming. Bee products were the most important prod-
ucts of exchange and trade. 

Commercial horticulture was widespread mostly in 
Russian settlements. Local breeders grew “Posopskiy” 
variety of cabbage and “Akselskiy” variety of cucumber.

The keen interest in handicrafts, whose products 
have not only artistic value, but also some utilitarian 
purpose, is being largely shown in Mordovia nowadays. 
Felt boots production is still widespread among the tra-
ditional handicrafts. Felt boots (“valenki” – traditional 
winter footwear in rural areas) made in the village of 
Urusovo became famous both in Russia and abroad. 
Some new handicrafts are developed on the basis of the 
traditional ones. This primarily refers to the wooden 
toys from Podlesnaya Tavla, ceramics from Ruzaevka, 
and a variety of other souvenirs.

Since long ago farming as well as hunting and fishing 
were the traditional occupations of the Mordovians. Up Podlesnaya Tavla toys
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to the 17th century bows and 
arrows were used for hunting 
fur-bearing animals. In addi-
tion, traps, hunting pits, and 
bear spears were used. There 
are evidences that falconry was 
practiced by the Mordovians. 

The Mordovian folk cui-
sine, in effect, is always healthy 
and natural; it does not contain 
hot spices. It is mostly vegetar-
ian and dairy and consists of 
various sour products. An in-
herent part of the Mordovian 
feasts are the thick millet pan-
cakes pachat and beet home 
brew poza. 

The characteristic fea-
ture of the Mordovian cuisine 
is the abundance of fish and 
meat dishes. Settling since 
the ancient times in the ba-
sins of the Moksha, Sura, and 
Oka rivers, the Mordovian 
people consumed a lot of 
both fresh and dried fish. The 
Sura sterlet was especially valued and was considered the kings’ dish. It was used to cook a fish soup shurba. 

This fish soup was cooked with sterlet and chicken broth. A chicken was boiled in a bucket and then 
taken out, and the Sura sterlet was put into this broth. Not many potatoes were put into this fish soup, but 
onions, particularly wild leek, were added generously. There was one more rule: as soon as the fish popped 
up, it ought to be removed from the soup. Not many spices were put so as not to spoil the wonderful distinct 
taste of this soup.

The Mordovian traditional costume, particularly, the women’s costume, retained its features up to  
1920’s – 1930’s. In many villages of Mordovia it is still being used now during rituals and celebrations. The 
Mordovian costume includes underwear and light outerwear, a set of interseasonal and warm winter clothing; 
a variety of removable parts and adornments are part of the costume. 

With all the peculiarities of the clothes of individual groups of the Mordovians they have much in common: 
a white linen or homespun (made of hemp) canvas as the basic material of the clothes, tunic-shaped (straight) 
cut of a shirt and of white loose outerwear, decoration of clothes with embroidery, predominantly of red and 
black or dark blue wool, metal adornments, those of coins, beads and shells, woven bast shoes, belts, pleated 
boots, as well as the custom to wrap legs with onuchas (strips of cloth wrapped round the feet when wearing bast 
shoes) to make them look straight and thick.

Mordovian pancakes are the favourite 
dish of the Olympic champion 

Alexei Mishin
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Numerous dec-
orations are char-
acteristic for the 
traditional Mor-
dovian women’s 
costume.  A spe-
cific adornment of 
Mordovian women 
is the breast pen- 
dant syulgam. It 
may be of two 
types: an oval with 
open ends and a 
movable rod, char-
acteristic for the Erzya Mordovians, and trapezoidal, 
worn by the Moksha Mordovians. 

Before the 20th century the Mordovian people 
did not have its own statehood. Early state asso-
ciation of the Mordovians formed in the beginning 
of the second millennium. Two Mordovian princes 
are mentioned in the West European sources of the  
13th century. Russian chronicles record the existence 
of the “Purgas Mordovians”, “Purgas volost” (“volost” 
is a small rural district in old Russia)” between the Te-
sha and Marsha rivers. However, these early state as-
sociations, headed by the princes Purgas and Puresh, 
did not evolve into more stable forms because of the 
Mongol invasion. 

After the Civil War in 1920’s, when the issue of 
formation of national autonomous regions of the Volga and Ural peoples was considered, the problem of choos-
ing the territory with the predominant number of Mordovian population arose. By 1920 Mordovian population 
lived in 25 provinces. In 1925–1928 more than 30 Mordovian volosts were established in the territory of Penza, 
Ulyanovsk, Saratov and Nizhny Novgorod provinces. 

The next phase of the Mordovian nation-building is connected with zoning of the Middle Volga region and 
the formation of the Saransk district in the Middle-Volga Oblast (region) in 1928. Later it was renamed into the 
Mordovian District (centered in the city of Saransk). It included districts and volosts with Mordovian population, 
formerly parts of Penza, Nizhny Novgorod, and Simbirsk provinces. 

In 1930 the Mordovian District was transformed into the Mordovian Autonomous Oblast. In order to 
increase its Mordovian population, some administrative units with the Russian population from the for-
mer Mordovian District were handed over to the neighboring territories and, conversely, the Mordovian 
Autonomous Oblast was given the southern territory of Nizhny Novgorod region, densely populated by the 
Mordovians. 

Mordovian ornament reflects 
rich poetic nature of the 

people’s culture
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On 20 December 1934, the Mordovian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was established by the Decree 
of the Presidium of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee. Four national regions were created within the 
Middle-Volga territory the same year. 

In 1936, the Mordovian ASSR was sin-
gled out from the Middle-Volga territory and 
incorporated into the Russian Federation as 
an autonomous republic having the corre-
sponding authorities. 

In 1990, the Supreme Council of the Mor-
dovian ASSR adopted the Declaration of the 
State Status of the Republic of Mordovia, ac-
cording to which the Mordovian ASSR was 
transformed into the Mordovian Soviet So-
cialist Republic. In January 1994, according to 
the decision of its Supreme Council, the MSSR 
was renamed into the Republic of Mordovia. 
The 1995 session of the State Assembly of the 
Republic of Mordovia adopted its state sym-
bols – the flag, emblem and anthem. 

The system of state authorities of the Re-
public of Mordovia includes: the Head of the 
Republic of Mordovia, the State Assembly of 
the Republic of Mordovia, the Government 
of the Republic of Mordovia, other executive 
authorities of the Republic of Mordovia. 

The Head of the Republic of Mordovia is 
the highest official and heads the supreme 
executive authority of the state power of the 
Republic of Mordovia. The incumbent Head 
of the Republic of Mordovia is Nikolay Iva-
novich Merkushkin. 

The highest legislative (representative) 
state authority of the Republic of Mordovia 
is the State Assembly, elected for a four-year 
term. The incumbent Chairman of the State 
Assembly of the Republic is Valentin Vasiliev-
ich Konakov. 

The standing supreme executive author-
ity of the Republic of Mordovia is the Gov-
ernment. The incumbent Chairman of the 
Government of the Republic of Mordovia is 
Vladimir Dmitrievich Volkov.
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Mordovian blood flows in veins of many famous 
people in Russia. The ancestors of the current Patri-
arch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia came from the 
vicinity of a small town of Lukoyanov in the south of 
Nizhny Novgorod region, where the population was 
mainly Mordovian. Their birthplace is the village of 
Obrochnoe in Ichalki district of Mordovia. It was there 
that the grandfather of the Patriarch, Vasiliy Stepanov-
ich Gundyaev, was born in 1879. 

The graves of the grandparents of the Patriarch are in Mordovia. He also spent part of his childhood in 
Ichalki district, in his grandmother’s house. He worked at a local horse farm for a certain period of time. 

The largest religious and church leaders of the 17th century Russia – Patriarch Nikon and the spiritual leader 
of Old Believers, the archpriest Avvakum – also belonged to the Mordovian people.

Russian Patriarch Nikon 
also had Mordovian roots

Mordovia is the land of ancestors 
of Patriarch Kirill (Gundyaev) of 

Moscow and All Russia
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Recent discoveries in the archives confirm that the famous Russian writer, actor and director Vasily Ma-
karovich Shukshin also had Mordovian roots. Well-known Russian actors Oleg Tabakov, Nikolay Chindyaikin 
and Stanislav Duzhnikov, painter Nikas Safronov, top model Natalia Vodianova have close blood ties with 
Mordovia. 

The Chairman of the Club of Heroes of the Soviet Union and Russia, colonel general, an ethnic Mordovian, 
Nikolay Antoshkin, who is now writing a book about the heroes of the Fatherland, discovered some curious facts. 
He counted 360 Heroes of the Soviet Union and 5 marshals of the Soviet Union having Mordovian roots. 

Many famous athletes and coaches are natives of the Republic or representatives of the Mordovian ethnicity. 
The maternal generic branch of the NHL star and the leader of the Russian national ice hockey team Alexander 
Ovechkin goes back to the village of Shoksha in Tengushevo district. Famous hockey player’s mother, Tatiana 
Ovechkina, to this day is considered one of the most outstanding players in the history of women’s basketball: 
she became the Olympic champion twice with the national team of the Soviet Union. 

Mother of a famous athlete and Olympic champion Yuriy Borzakovskiy, Ekaterina, was born and raised in 
the village of Staroye Shaigovo. 

Parents of the twice Olympic champion, gymnast Svetlana Khorkina, were born in Temnikov district. A long-
time leader of the men’s national team – four-times Olympic champion Alexei Nemov – was born in Tengushevo 
district of Mordovia, which is neighboring Temnikov district. 

Ancestors of a former world boxing champion Oleg Maskaev lived in the village of Vadovskie Selishchi in 
Zubova Polyana district for several generations. His grandfather and father were born there. There he came to 
visit as a child. 

Six-times Olympic 
champion Lyubov Ye-
gorova, a famous skier 
and a Hero of Russia, 
is ethnically Mordo-
vian. 

Twice world cham-
pion in the command 
road cycle racing Val-
entina Polkhanova hails 
from Saransk, a well-
known Russian football 
referee Alexei Spirin –  
from Ruzaevka. 

Experienced mas-
ter of Russian motor 
sport Vladimir Karneev 
was born in Saransk. 
Today the capital of the 
Republic is one of the 
world’s centers of ice 
speedway racing. Oleg Maskaev is a living legend of Mordovia
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A legendary long-distance racer Peter Bolotnikov, the 1960 Olympic Games champion (10,000 meters race), 
famous ice hockey players Viktor Shuvalov (the 1956 Olympic Games champion, the World and European Cham-
pion (1954–1956)) and Ivan Tregubov (the Olympic and the World champion (1956)) were born in Mordovia. The 
world ice hockey star and the World champion (1998) Pavel Torgaev made his first steps on ice in Saransk. 

Mariya Shubina – the Olympic kayak 500 m women’s K-2 race champion (1960), the World champion (1958, 
1963 and 1966), European champion (1963, 1965 and 1967), repeated champion of the USSR – was born in the 
village of Protasovo in Ichalki district. 

Yevgeni Maskinskov – the Olympic silver medalist in Melbourne (1956) in 50 km race walking and the Eu-
ropean champion (1958) – hails from the village of Aleksandrovka of Lyambir district.

Glorious traditions of the first Mordovian Olympic champions are successfully continued today by the 
Graeco-Roman wrestler Alexei Mishin – the Olympic champion in the Athens Games (2004), representatives of 
the Mordovian school of race walking: Olympic champions Olga Kaniskina and Valeriy Borchin (2008), twice 
Olympic medalist Denis Nizhegorodov, the Olympic bronze medalist Alexei Voevodin (2004), twice World  

World ice hockey star Alexander Ovechkin 
gives a master class to the young pupils 

of the Saransk Youth Sports School
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champion Sergey Kirdyapkin. Our famous athletes 
train at the Race Walking Olympic Training Center 
in Saransk, headed by the Honoured Coach of Russia, 
holder of the Order of Friendship and of the Medal of 
the Order for “Services for the Motherland” (Second 
Class), holder of the Order of Glory of Mordovia, an 
Honorary Citizen of the Republic – Viktor Mikhailovich 
Chegin. 

Mordovia has also been proud of another out-
standing coach – Leonid Yakovlevich Arkaev. His par-
ents hail from the Mordovian village of Saigushi. Be-
fore the Great Patriotic War they moved to Moscow. 
As the head coach of Russian men’s and women’s na-
tional gymnastics teams, Arkaev was associated with 
the most significant advances in sports over the past  
15 years. Since March 2007, he has been leading a spe-
cialized Youth Gymnastics Sports School in Saransk. 
More than 80 ethnic groups live and work in the terri-
tory of Mordovia as a friendly family. 

One of the largest diasporas in the Republic are 
the Tatars. The President of the Russian Tennis Fed-
eration, a member of the International Olympic Com-
mittee, the permanent captain of the Russian national 
tennis team, Shamil Anvyarovich Tarpischev, originally 
hails from the village of Tatarskiye Yunki. 

The Olympic silver medalist in Athens (2004) in 
freestyle wrestling, Gyuzel Manyurova, has always  
said in all her interviews that she devotes her 
victories to Mordovia – the republic, where she 
spent her childhood. Gyuzel was born in Saransk into a family hailing from the village of Tatar Umys. 

There are many memorable places associated with the great Tatar writers in Mordovia. The Tatar writers 
Hadi Taktash, Sharif Kamal, Abdurrahman Absalyamov lived and worked in the Republic. Memories of these 
outstanding sons of the Tatar people are preserved in Mordovia. Geography of such historical places is very 
wide in the Republic. These are the village of Surgod’ (Syrkydy) in Torbeevo district (Hadi Taktash museum 
was established and functions here), the village of Maliy Pishlyay in Atyurievo district (where Hadi Taktash 
studied at a madrasah), the village of Tatar Pishlya in Ruzaevka district (where a writer Sharif Kamal studied 
and then taught at the local school), the village of Allagulovo in Kovylkino district (birthplace of Abdurrah-
man Absalyamov). 

Both the Mordovian people and the land nurtured many eminent personalities in different walks of life 
who are an integral part of the Russian and World history and culture. The pride and glory of both Russia and 
Mordovia are: a world-famous sculptor Stepan Dmitrievich Erzya (Nefedov), an artist Fedot Vasilievich Sychkov, 
a poet Alexander Polezhayev, a composer and conductor Leonid Ivanovich Voinov, a singer, an Honoured Artist 

Olympic Champion 
Yuriy Borzakovskiy after the 

victorious finish at the Russian Track 
and Field Championship in Saransk 
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of Mordovia and Russia Illarion Maksimovich Yaushev, military leaders: General of the Army Maxim Alekseevich 
Purkayev, Hero of the Soviet Union, Marshal Sergey Fyodorovich Akhromeyev, a pilot, Hero of the Soviet Union, 
Mikhail Petrovich Devyatayev, a cosmonaut, Hero of Russia, Vladimir Nikolaevich Dezhurov. The greatest Rus-
sian naval commander Admiral Fyodor Fyodorovich Ushakov spent the last years of his life in Mordovia and 
was buried there. A well-known literary critic, linguist and philosopher Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin was living 
and working in Saransk for many years. The lyric art of the singers Lydia Ruslanova and Nadezhda Kadysheva 
originate in Mordovian national culture. 

The Mordovian land is filled with special energy. It is one of the recognized centers of Orthodox culture of 
Russia. Saint Seraphim of Sarov, a saint especially revered in Russia, was serving prayerfully in the indigenous 
Mordovian lands. There also were other locally revered spiritual ascetics here. Geographically, Mordovia is close 
to the literary and spiritual centers of the country: to the Pushkin village of Boldino in Nizhny Novgorod region, 
to the Lermontov village of Tarkhany (now village of Lermontovo in Penza region), Yesenin places (village of 
Constantinovo in Ryazan region). It is not accidental that Sergey Yesenin, who felt deep spiritual connection with 
the Mordovian land, wrote in one of his poems, referring to the native land: “My land! My loved Russia and the 
Mordovians!”.

Orthodox sacred objects located in 
Mordovia are well-known. Sanaksar 

Monastery is one of them
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1000 YEARS tOGEthER

The conclusion that the ancient Mordovians were directly involved in the formation of Kievan Rus’, were an-
nounced by the Mordovian scientists in 2006. They said that the history of the state relations between the Mordo-
vian and Russian peoples is not 500 years long, as it had been officially considered before, but more than 1000 years. 
According to them, starting from the 9th – 10th centuries the Moksha and Erzya Mordovians took an active part in the 
construction, protection and development of the Russian state. The fact that the Mordovians pioneered the ancient 
Russian state had already been asserted previously by several well-known Soviet scientists. Thanks to the initiative 

of the Mordovian scientists 
the fact of 1000 years of 
solidarity of the Mordovian, 
Russian and other peoples 
within the Russian state 
was officially confirmed by 
the scientists of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 

“The process of infusion 
of the Mordovian people 
into the Russian state was 
a very long one and took 
several centuries,” states 
the expert opinion letter. –  

“There is no doubt that it originates in the 9th–11th centuries, and 
has a historical basis. As the chronological point of reference, the 
events and the situation in the end of the 10th century were taken, 
when the chronicle mentions the payment of tribute by the Mor-
dovians to the Russian princes, which, both at that time and much 
later, was one of the main evidences of citizenship. In this case, 
the polysemantic term “tribute” meant the totality of duties and 
taxes, and was not reduced to the meaning of payments by the 
defeated party to the conquerors. It was then that the “national 
policy” began to take shape, which was subsequently inherent to 
the Muscovy (Moscow state) and the Russian Empire – the gradual 
integration of the peoples and regions into its structure. 

Images of Mordovian women – 
a bright theme in the creative work 
of our countryman Fedot Sychkov
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Initially, the traditional social structure in the new territories remained intact. For a long time central au-
thorities were content with the reception of unobtrusive regular duties, involvement of the local population 
during the military campaigns, and loyalty to the supreme Sovereign. That is exactly the status the Mordovians 
had in the Old Russian State”.

Director of the Research Institute for the Humanities of the Government of the Republic of Mordovia Valeriy 
Yurchenkov believes that there is a sufficient evidence base of written sources and archaeological findings of 
ancient relationship between the Mordovians and the Slavs. 

According to Russian archaeologists, the penetration of the Slavs into the Mordovian lands began in the 5th 
century: everyday objects and traces of the ritual of cremation, which were characteristic for Slavic tribes, were 
found in the ancient Mordovian burials of that period. 

Since the 8th to the 10th centuries “the forest people” (Mordovians) and its neighbouring Slavs – Vyatichi and 
Krivichi – were under the power of the Khazarian Empire, and paid tribute to it. In 965, Prince Svyatoslav, the 
grandson of Rurik, organized a campaign against the Khazars and scored a crushing victory over them. All tribes, 
including the Mordovians, being freed from dependence of the Khazarian Empire, became tributaries of Kievan Rus’. 

According to the Director of the Institute of Russian History of Russian Academy of Sciences A. N. Sakharov, 
the victory over the Khazars allowed Svyatoslav to conclude a treaty with the Volga Region peoples. And when in 
985, his son Vladimir the Red Sun walked through the Mordovian lands to the Volga Bulgaria, the local popula-
tion did not offer him any resistance. This means that the agreement made by his father, continued to operate. 

Administrative relations between the Mordovian people and the Princes of Kiev are confirmed by many sourc-
es. “The Tale of the Destruction of the Russian Land” (the beginning of the 13th century) states that “the Mordo-
vians were farming wild honey for the Grand Prince Vladimir”. The author of the chronicles also provides a clear 
chronological timing of the existence of the Mordovians being a part of Russia – it was the time of the reign of 
Vladimir Monomakh (1053 – 1125), Yuri Dolgorukiy (late 1090’s – 1157) and Vsevolod the Big Nest (1154 – 1212). 

Historian V. O. Klyuchevsky argued that the relationship between the Finno-Ugri-
ans and Slavs were peaceful. Neither written sources, nor the folk traditions of the 
Great Russian refer to any kind of hostile manifestations. On the contrary – there was  
interpenetration of cultures: Mordovian holidays were timed to the Russian folk or 
church festivals, Russian words were inserted into the prayers to pagan gods. In turn, 
during the first religious reform, which was supposed to unite all the allied tribes, 
Vladimir the Red Sun included the Mordovian goddess of fertility and agriculture 
Mokosh into the pantheon of Slavic gods. 

Active policy of the rulers of the Old Russian state in the Mordovian lands is proved 
by the objects of Slavic armed forces weapons which are fairly common in the Mordovian 
land. For example, in early 1980’s, a Mordovian archaeologist V. Shitov found a double-
bladed Carolingian sword which lay beside the remains of a cremated warrior in the Shok-
sha burial ground. Perhaps, it was a member of a military unit of the Kievan princes. 

In 1999 – 2000, metal pendants with a princely sign of Vysheslav Vladimirovich 
(who reigned in 980 – 1010) were found in the Mordovian Kelgininskiy burial ground 
(in Zubova Polyana district of the Republic). This finding indicates that at the turn of 
10th – 11th centuries, representatives of the Russian princely administration were in 
the Mordovian lands. It also confirms that most of these territories were under the 
jurisdiction of the Old Russian state. 

Pendant with a sign of 
Rurik (first half of the 11th 

century). Local history 
museum, Saransk
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Russian researchers believe that 
these findings say about the process 
of development of feudal settlement 
of tribal lands. Crosses and icons de-
picting the Virgin Mary and the first 
Russian saints Boris and Gleb, found 
in the Mordovian land, date back to 
the 11th – 12th centuries. 

It was not once that the Mordo-
vians, freed from the power of the 
khans, as part of the Moscow princi-
pality, took part in the fight against 
the Golden Horde together with the 
Russian. Chronicles report about 

this joint struggle against the Tatar feudalists. For example, 
in 1444, the Horde Prince Mustafa made a campaign at the 
Ryazan principality and ruined the latter. Troops were sent 
against Mustafa, including “the Mordovians on skis, with sulit-
sas (variety of ancient weapons in the form of a short throwing 
spears), bear-spears and sabres”. 

In the 15th century, a clear unbreakable community of 
the Mordovian lands and Russian territory was shown. In the 
spiritual charter of Ivan III of 1504, the Mordovian Volga re-
gion is presented as a geographical area that had long oper-
ated within the Russian state. The Mordovian people actively 
participated in the Kazan campaigns of Ivan IV.

An important part of the Mordovian history and one  
of the brightest symbols of unity of the Mordovian people 
with the peoples of Russia were the events of the Interlu-
nation, when in autumn of 1612 heroic actions of military 
men and people of the Mordovian land, who protected the 
borders of the country, did not allow the nomads to attack 
the central regions and to prevent the expulsion of the in-
vaders. During a major raid to the south-eastern frontiers 
of the Russian state, Alatyr governor A. Khilkov addressed 
a Mordovian mirza Bayush with a request to collect Tatar 
mirzas and the Mordovians and come to defend rears of 
troops of K. Minin and D. Pozharsky. The allied forces of the 
Russians, Mordovians and Tatars defeated the enemy which 
was very important for successful actions of the voluntary 

Saransk was founded in 1641. 
Over the past centuries, its look has 

changed several times

Monument to Kuzma Minin and Dmitry Pozharsky 
on Red Square in Moscow



21

military forces, thus facilitat-
ing recreation of the unified 
multi-ethnic Russian state. 
These events make holding 
of the main commemorative 
events of the Millennium 
in 2012 very significant, as 
it marks 400 years of the 
end of the Interlunation in  
Russia.

These facts are the his-
torical grounds for celebra-
tion of the 1000-year Unity 
of the Mordovian People with 
Peoples of the Russian State 
at the federal level.  

Thus, the upcoming an-
niversary is intended to em-
phasize, first and foremost, a 
historical unity of all peoples 
in Russia, contributing to the 
strengthening of its state-
hood; participation in the 
process of formation of the 
Russian state of many ethnic 
groups, including the Mor-
dovians as one of the state-
forming peoples; as well as 
the great importance of pres-
ervation of the unique so-
cio-cultural landscape in the 
territory of Russia as a basis 
for ensuring its integrity and 
efficient, sustainable devel-
opment. Undoubtedly, the 
commemorative activities 
will also contribute to the 
consolidation of the Finno-
Ugric community, promotion 
of culture of the Finno-Ugric 
peoples, enrichment of in-
ternational cultural ties. 

Modern building of the Saransk Railway Station is the 
first thing the guests of the city see. (The view from the 

side of the monument to the stratosphere fliers)

New residential buildings and broad highways are an 
integral feature of the capital of Mordovia these days
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MORDOVIA’S MODERN LOOK

The Republic of 
Mordovia is a region 
that has a significant 
economic potential, a 
modern social infra-
structure, which pro-
vides a comfortable 
environment for living, 
working and leisure. 

The pace of so-
cio-economic devel-
opment of Mordovia 
is one of the leading 
in the Volga Federal 
District. Before the 
global crisis, the an-
nual growth in the 
Republic was 10-12%, 
which was two times 
higher than in the 
Russian Federation 
on average. This dy-
namics will allow the 
Republic suffer much 
smaller losses in the 
global financial and 
economic crisis. In 
the first half of 2010, 

the volume of industrial production and shipment of products increased, as compared with the previous 
year by more than 40%, with 2008 – by 3%. These results are among the best in the Volga Federal District 
and are more than 2.5 times the growth in production in Russia in general. This suggests that the industrial 
enterprises of the Republic successfully overcame the crisis consequences and reached the pre-crisis level 
of production. 

Lack of regional feedstock focuses the Republican economy on strong growth in science intensive, high-tech 
production and production of competitive goods. In Mordovia, the share of innovative products in total indus-
trial production is more than a quarter, while the national average is 6%. 

The priority directions of investment activity are the production of cable-conductors, semiconductors and 
power converter technology, the development of carriage building, lighting, cement production, food processing 
industries, development of new kinds of building products and materials. In total, over the past nine years, over 
160 billion rubles were invested in the economy of Mordovia. 

View of the central part of Saransk
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The new projects are sup-
ported by the Venture Founda-
tion and the Mixed Investments 
Foundation specifically created 
in the Republic. The regional in-
novation complex is supported 
by agreements with such major 
federal development institutes, 
as “Rosnano”, “Rostechnolo-
gies”, “MICEX”, the Foundation 
for Assistance to Small Innova-
tive Enterprises in science and 
technology, as well as a num-
ber of major companies and 
research organizations. 

Particular attention is paid 
to the creation of effective ele-
ments of the innovation sys-
tem in Mordovia. Engineering 
and Construction Company, 
Innovation and Technology 
Center, Engineering and Con-
sulting Center, Center for Technology Transfer, Business Incubator for Small Business, etc. were established.

The most important stage of the innovative way of economic development in Mordovia is the creation of the 
Technopark (Technology Park) in the field of high technologies of the federal level in the Republic. 

The priority of the Mordovian city of science has been the development of facilities providing maxi-
mum innovation impact in the shortest period 
possible. The most important element of the 
Technopark will be the innovative industrial 
complex, on the basis of the Lodygin Research 
Institute of Light Sources, which includes com-
panies implementing projects that relate to 
the development of materials and components 
of electronics and the element base for infor-
mation and communication technologies. This 
complex allows supporting the development of 
several clusters of the Republican and federal 
levels. These include: electronic instrument 
building based on silicon carbide and gallium 
arsenide, optoelectronics, fluorescent lighting 
fixtures, including those on the basis of bright 
light-emitting diodes. 

Innovative projects of the open joint-stock company 
“Electrovipryamitel” are a contribution to the 

development of the world nanotechnology

Advanced technology is the present 
and future of Mordovia 
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The structure of the 
Technopark provides for 
the establishment of the 
Information-Computing  
Complex, the Center for  
Nanotechnologies, the 
implementation of such 
promising areas as 
“Nanostructured Mate-
rials” and “Nanobiotech-
nologies”. The DATA-
center of the fourth 
category of reliability, 
which is unparalleled 
in Russia, will be one of 
the key elements of the 
Information-Computing 
Complex, focused on the 
development of informa-
tion and communication 

technologies. One of the basic Technopark grounds should be the Ogarev Mordovian State University, which 
received a national research university status recently. 

The largest companies from Moscow, St. Petersburg and other Russian regions and foreign countries 
have already become residents of the Technopark. The first operating project in its structure in the near 
future will be the Information-Computing Complex, on the basis of which technical conditions for the pro-
duction of IT-products and 
comfortable environment 
for those firms whose activi-
ties are related to software 
development based on the 
latest international scientific 
achievements will be cre-
ated.

The measures, taken to 
create favorable conditions 
and support for the enter-
prises producing competitive 
industrial production, pro-
mote maintenance, despite 
the financial crisis, the posi-
tive trends and high rates of 
growth in basic industries, 

Design of the Information Center of the 
Mordovian Technopark 

Technopark projects 
implementation will 

determine the development 
of Saransk and Mordovia 

for the decades ahead

“Start” stadium

the Insar river

road
 fo

 th
e a

irp
ort

a new district of 
mortgage buildings

district of 
Khimmash

Technopark

“Yubileyniy” 
stadium

Central Part of 
Saransk

Ice Palace
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Design of the integrated territory 
development in the Technopark area
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primarily in engineering; they allow 
increasing the tax base and revenues 
of budgets of all levels, as well as al-
locating additional funds to address 
social problems.

Largely thanks to the govern-
mental support of agriculture, these 
days, agribusiness of Mordovia is 
one of the leading in the Volga Fed-
eral District. In 2009, agricultural 
output increased by 7.6% as com-
pared with that of the previous year 
(growth rate in the Russian Federa-
tion was 101.2%). In 2009, there 
was a record breaking harvest of 
grains (more than 1.4 million tons 
at crop capacity of 3,200 kg / ha), 
of sugar beet (546,000 tons at crop 
capacity of 42,000 kg / ha). Produc-
tion in livestock and poultry farms in-
creased (in live weight) by more than 
14%, milk production – by 8 percent 
in 2009 as compared with 2008. 

The Republic holds a leading position in the Volga Federal District and is among the top five regions of 
Russia in the amount of livestock and poultry, milk and eggs per capita. 

Development programs of beef and dairy cattle 
breeding are implemented. Among five Russian regions, 
the targeted program for creation of family cattle breed-
ing and dairy farms is implemented in Mordovia on the 
basis of private farms. In 2009, construction of 10 such 
farms began. 

Much is being done in Mordovia to ensure that 
housing is available to every citizen. There are several 
programs to provide social housing, including young 
families, young specialists. Mortgage housing is actively 
constructed; programs of overhaul of apartment houses 
and resettlement of residents from dilapidated housing 
stock are being implemented. 

Today the Republic is one gigantic construction site. 
The Republic has never seen such amount of work to 
be accomplished by construction workers of Mordovia 
in its history. 

Mordovia is one of the leaders in 
the national project “Development 

of Agriculture”

Active construction of residential buildings 
is done in Mordovia, both in towns 

and villages
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In the first half of 
2010 alone, the build-
ing complex of the Re-
public disbursed 5.4 
billion rubles, which is 
5% above the pre-crisis 
level of 2008. Enterprises 
producing construction 
materials sold products 
worth of 5.5 billion ru-
bles. The level of 2009 
grew by 115% and it also 
exceeded the volume of 
2008. 

The problem of lev-
eling life standards in 
the city and the country-
side is being successfully 
solved. The Republic is 
almost completely gas-
ified. All the villages are 
connected to the district 
centers by modern as-
phalt roads. Every year 
new rural schools, hos-
pitals, and sports and 
recreation complexes 
are built. Digital tech-
nology came to the Mor-
dovian village: schools 
have free access to the 
Internet; all the villagers 
were able to use the ser-
vices of digital television 
and telephone. Large-
scale housing construc-
tion is deployed in rural 
areas.

The Republic is one 
of the leading Russian re-
gions in the development 
of utility lines and means School in the district center of Insar

In ethnic schools of Mordovia pupils study their 
native language and culture in-depth
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of communication. Up-
to-date telephone net-
works, electronic auto-
matic switching centers, 
and digital data trans-
mission systems are in-
troduced; the number 
of Internet users is in-
creasing. 

The active develop-
ment of modern tech-
nology particularly had 
favoured the decision 
that Russia’s first digi-
tal television services 
project, which would 
determine the future 
of broadcasting in the 
country for the next 50 
years, was launched in 
Mordovia.

Judging by the 
key indicators of qual-

ity of life (longevity and infant 
mortality) Mordovia is among 
the group of leaders in the Vol-
ga Federal District. In recent 
years, thanks to active coopera-
tion with the federal center, the 
Republic has managed to create 
several new centers of high med-
ical technologies. In particular, 
in 2009, a specialized Dialysis 
Center, created in collaboration 
with a German firm “Fresenius 
Nephro” was opened. There exist 
only four such clinics in Russia. 
In 2010, the Regional Vascular 

Center was opened on the basis of the Saransk city hospital # 4. It uses the latest medical technology and 
is in no way inferior to the leading Russian and international clinics.

These days, citizens of the Republic have most accessible treatment of complex diseases (cardiovascular (up 
to cardiac surgery), oncology, musculoskeletal system, eye illnesses). 

Republican Dialysis Center with its 
technical equipment is one of the 

leading clinics of Russia
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The range of medical services 
will be much more expanded with 
the commissioning of the new Re-
publican Clinical Hospital, which 
will be equipped with modern ap-
pliances. The Republican Perinatal 
Center is being constructed. Major-
ity of district hospitals today are 
not much inferior to urban hos-
pitals. There are medical institu-
tions operating at the highest level 
in Mordovia, which are able to be-
come inter-regional medical cen-
ters. According to an independent 
survey, conducted by the Office 
of the Federal Service of Supervi-
sion in the Health Care system of 
the Russian Federation, Mordovia 
has taken one of the leading posi-
tions in Russia by the availability 
of medical care. 

The unemployment rate in the 
Republic is consistently low: accord-
ing to the method of the Internation-
al Labour Organization, it was 5.4 
percent in 2009 (for comparison, in 
Russia – 8.4%, in the Volga Federal 
District – 8.6%). 

Mordovia is one of the intellectu-
al and educational centers in Russia. 
Ogarev Mordovian State University, 
one of the largest universities in the 
Volga region and Russia, is located in 
Saransk. 

The resource base of public in-
stitutions, educational institutions 
of culture and art is being strength-
ened. State Russian Drama The-
atre, the S. Erzya Museum of Fine 
Arts, Republican children’s music 
boarding school, and the Republi-
can Children’s choreographic school 

Regional Vascular Center

Tengushevo district Central hospital 
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are reconstructed. In 
2007, the new Nation-
al Drama theatre was 
opened. Currently, the 
construction of a new 
eight-storey building 
of the Pushkin Nation-
al Library is almost 
finished. 

New centers of 
social and cultural ac-
tivities are opened in 
several district centers 
and in rural settle-
ments; only modern, 
high quality beauti-
ful finishing materials 
and technologies were 
used in their construc-
tion. 

Saransk has four 
theatres: the Russian Drama Theatre, the National Drama Theatre, the Music Theatre, and the Puppet The-
atre. In recent years, Saransk regained its former glory of a theatrical city. The international festival of 

Russian theatres of the CIS and for-
eign countries “Compatriots” is held 
here annually.  

One of the main Republican 
policies is the development of 
mass sports. Small Olympic Games 
of Mordovia, winter and summer 
Spartacus Games, rural sports 
games are held regularly, schools 
are provided with sports equip-
ment.

Since 2002, more than 80 sports 
facilities were built and renovat-
ed in the Republic, some of which 
have no analogues in the world. 
Among them, the Sports Palace and 
the Ice Palace in Saransk, the ten-
nis stadium, the “Start” stadium, 
the Sports Complex “Mordovia”,  

Mordovia hosts festival “Shumbrat, Finno-Ugria!”

Mordovian National 
Drama Theatre
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Design of the library interiors

Design of 
reconstruction 
of the Pushkin 

National Library 

Construction of the main 
building of the National 

Library is coming to an end
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Ice Palace in the capital of Mordovia

“Start” stadium in Saransk
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“Incubator” of Olympic champions – 
the Chegin Center

After his athletic career is over, Oleg Maskaev intends to train 
the young generation at the boxing school in Saransk 

Hundreds of children train to play tennis in the 
Tarpischev Youth Sports School in Saransk
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Ski and Biathlon Complex of the Republic of Mordovia

Ice Palace in the settlement of Romodanovo

Arkaev Gymnastics Center in Saransk 

Sports Complex “Mordovia”
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Ski and Biathlon Complex, BMX Cycling Center, indoor velodrome and many others. The Race Walking 
Olympic Training Center, the Republican School of High Sports Skills, youth sports schools specializing 
in Graeco-Roman wrestling, gymnastics, boxing, tennis, ice hockey, figure skating and short track, BMX 
cycling operate in Mordovia. Every rural district has a modern physical training and fitness center; some 
of them also have Ice Palaces. In the near future, football fields with artificial turf will appear in all dis-
tricts of Mordovia. 

Mordovia already occupies a leading position among the regions of the Volga Federal District in providing 
the population with sports facilities. It is not accidental that Saransk was included into the Russia’s bid to hold 
the World Football Cup 2018/2022. 

The Republic of Mordovia became the first region to have signed a cooperation agreement with the Ministry 
of Sport, Tourism and Youth Policy of the Russian Federation. One of the main directions of its implementation 
is the opening of inter-regional centers in 22 sports for the preparation of the reserve of national teams of Rus-
sia for the 2012 Olympic Games in London and 2014 Olympics in Sochi. Mordovia will take over the training of 
athletes in skiing, biathlon and short track for Sochi 2014. 

Great importance is attributed to the promotion of healthy lifestyles in the Republic. These days 28.3% 
of the population are systematically engaged in physical training and sports in Mordovia. Over the past five 
years, this figure rose by more than 2.5 times, which is crucial in the prevention of juvenile delinquency, al-
coholism and drug addiction. The crime rate in the Republic is now the lowest in the Volga Federal District; 
it is two times lower than the national average and the rate of juvenile delinquency is three times lower. 
The level of youth drug addiction in Mordovia is one of the lowest in the country. This figure is two times 
lower than the average for the Volga Federal District and Russia. By the percentage of draftees fit for the 
military service, Mordovia has been ranked first among the 19 regions of the Volga-Urals Military District 
for the past five years. 

Mass physical training and sport are reflected in the outstanding sport achievements. Over the past six 
years, Mordovia has trained eight Olympic champions and medalists. In 2009 alone, over 130 athletes of Mor-
dovia became winners and prize winners of the championships and cups of the World, Europe, and Russia. To 
date, over 100 athletes of the Republic are members of Russian national teams. 

Sport is supported at the highest level in Mordovia
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Mordovia is one of 
the most interesting and 
original centers of nation-
al culture in Russia. The 
Republic has developed a 
unique ethno-cultural en-
vironment characterized 
by the atmosphere of in-
ter-ethnic harmony and 
cooperation. The 1st Inter-
national Festival “Shum-
brat, Finno-Ugria!” held 
in the summer of 2007 
in Saransk, and attended 
by representatives of the 
Finno-Ugric peoples from 
around the world, proves 
this. Our republic was vis-
ited by Russian president 
Vladimir Putin and his 
colleagues – President of 
Finland Tarja Halonen and 
Hungarian prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany.

The topic of the Finno-Ugric cooperation and revival of 
the ethnic culture is very important for Mordovia. In 2007, 
the Volga Cultural Center of Finno-Ugric Peoples and, within 
its structure, the Inter-Regional Research Center of Finno-
Ugric Studies were established in Saransk; the All-Russian 
“Finno-Ugric Newspaper” was first issued. 

Saransk also serves as the activity coordination cen-
tre of the All-Russian Public Movement “Association of the 
Finno-Ugric Peoples of the Russian Federation”, as for the 
past several years the organization has been headed by rep-
resentatives of Mordovia. 

In September 2009, the 4th Congress of the Finno-Ugric 
Peoples of Russia was held in Saransk, which, by its ideology 
and the scale of its organization, was in tune with the 1st In-
ternational Festival of Cultures of the Finno-Ugric peoples. 

Folk holidays are of great importance for the formation of ethnic and national identity. For the first time in 
the history of the Republic of Mordovia, the annual holding of the national folk festivals “Aksha Kelu”, “Rasken 
Ozks”, “Velen Ozks”, “ Sabantuy” (traditional Tatar folk festival), “Day of Slavic Literature and Culture” are pro-

Centuries-old traditions of the Mordovian people 
are handed down from generation to generation
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vided for by the decree of the Head of the Republic. In 2006, the celebration of 
the All-Russian folk holiday Sabantuy was held in Saransk. 

A special role in preservation and continuation of national traditions of life 
and culture is given to the museums and ethnographic complexes operating 
in the villages of Staraya Terizmorga and Podlesnaya Tavla. The National Cul-

ture Center, including 
a workshop for handi-
crafts operates in Stara-
ya Terizmorga. An open 
air ethnographic mu-
seum is created there. 
An experimental art 
school of woodcarving 
operates in Podlesnaya 
Tavla. 

The Institute of 
National Philology and 
Culture is created in the 
Mordovian State Uni-
versity in order to train 
specialists for national 
cultural institutions; 

folk dances, the history of national costume, and 
applied arts are studied there. The Pushkin Repub-
lican National Library provides opportunities for 
the development of culture and languages and in-
formation exchange. 

It is expected, that a new incentive to the devel-
opment of ethnic flavour of the region will be given 
during the celebration of 1000-year Unity of the 
Mordovian People with Peoples of the Russian State 
as a significant block of commemorative events 
aimed specifically at preserving and enriching the 
language and culture of the Mordovians and other 
ethnicities living in Mordovia, at the support of all 
forms of folk art, strengthening of the material and technical equipment of culture, arts, education and science 
institutions, at cultural interaction with the Mordovians living outside Mordovia, and, in general, at expanding 
cultural exchanges with other regions 

Tatar National Folk 
Festival “Sabantuy”
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Memorial Complex on the 
Victory Square in Saransk 

Republican hospital for war 
veterans in Saransk

Ceremonial presentation of new automobiles 
to veterans of the Great Patriotic War
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Georgiy Garanyan visiting jazz festival 
“Veise Jazz” in Saransk  

International Festival “Compatriots” gathers best Russian 
and foreign theatre companies in Saransk
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LOOKING tO thE FUtURE. NEW BUILDINGS OF thE MILLENNIUM

In fact, preparations 
for the celebration of the 
1000-year Unity of the 
Mordovian People with 
Peoples of the Russian 
State started in the Re-
public a few years ago.  
In August 2006, at the 
fifth anniversary of the 
canonization of Admi-
ral Fyodor Ushakov in 
Saransk, His Holiness 
Patriarch of Moscow 
and All Russia Aleksey 
II consecrated the Saint 
Righteous Warrior Fe-
odor Ushakov Cathedral 
– a symbol of the revival 
of faith and a tribute of 
the descendants of the 
glorious son of Russia. 
The same year, during 
his working trip to Mor-
dovia, President Vladimir Putin opened the monument to 
the outstanding naval commander in Saransk. 

In 2007, the Mordovian land hosted the 1st Internation-
al Festival of National Cultures of the Finno-Ugric Peoples, 
which was attended by delegations from 50 regions of Russia 
and several foreign countries. The festival was a summit of 
leaders of three states – Russia, Finland and Hungary. 

Equally significant events are to be held in Mordovia 
within the next two years. The Republic will host a Forum 
of Peoples of Russia, the 3rd All-Russian Sports Forum “Rus-
sia is a Sports Power”, the 2nd International Festival of Na-
tional Cultures of the Finno-Ugric Peoples “Shumbrat, Finno-
Ugria!”, the festival “Finno-Ugria’s Youth”, a number of All-Russian and international festivals, exhibitions, 
folklore and ethnographic festivals and conferences. The All-Russian holiday “Hail to Fatherland!”, which will 
also be held in Saransk, will be timed to the 400th anniversary of the victory of the voluntary military forces 
over the Polish invaders under the leadership of K. Minin and D. Pozharsky and the end of the Interlunation 
period in Russia. 

Design of the Yaushev National 
Opera and Ballet Theatre
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Mordovia will hold a num-
ber of major national and in-
ternational sporting events. In 
2010, Saransk hosted the Rus-
sian track-and-field champion-
ship. The Republic is also pre-
paring to hold the World Race 
Walking Cup, Summer Biathlon 
World Championship, Euro-
pean Graeco-Roman Wrestling 
Cup, and Spartacus Games of 
the Peoples of Russia. 

Currently, within the 
events of the forthcoming anni-
versary, the Days of the Repub-
lic of Mordovia in the Russian 
regions with compact living of 
the Mordovian population are 
held. In all, these events will be 
held in 32 regions of the coun-
try, as well as in several foreign 
states. 

In an extremely short period of time, construction workers of Mordovia will build not just large objects, 
but those unique for Russia. The construction of the Yaushev National Opera and Ballet Theatre is nearing 
the completion, as well as that of the 
main building of the Pushkin National 
Library, which is to become an affilia-
tion of the Yeltsin Presidential Library. 
It is planned to commission the entire 
library complex in 2011. 

One of the particularly significant 
events, and not only in the national 
context, should be the completion of 
construction of the Institute of Na-
tional Philology and Culture of the 
Finno-Ugric Peoples of the Mordo-
vian State University. It will become 
the basis for the International Scien-
tific and Educational Center of Finno-
Ugric Studies. Total area of the build-
ing is more than 16 thousand square 
meters. There is a central gallery with 

Dormitory of the Institute of 
National Philology 

and Culture

The Institute of National Philology and 
Culture in Saransk is intended to become an 

international scientific and educational Center 
for the Finno-Ugric studies 
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Design of reconstruction of the 
Republican Palace of Culture

Design of reconstruction
of the Ogarev Mordovian State University
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a transparent ceiling, a conference room, and a student art café on the ground floor. A multimedia studio, a  
recording studio, teaching and creative, and computer laboratories, an Internet center, methodological funds, 
ballet classes, and art workshops will function on the upper floors of the nine-storey building. And this is not the 
total list of what the new building of the Institute will accommodate. The Fashion Theatre, the Student Drama 
Theatre “INCognito”, National Dance Ensemble “Mordovochka” (Mordovian girl), Folk Choir and other creative 
groups will work in completely different conditions. 

In addition, in 2010, a modern hotel-type dormitory of the Institute for 646 people, including international 
students, was put into operation. 

To bring the holistic image to the Center of Finno-Ugric Culture, the Republican Palace of Culture will be 
reconstructed. 

Putting these and other objects into operation in the capital of Mordovia will create all necessary conditions 
for the placement of the headquarters of the International Consultative Committee of the Finno-Ugric Peoples 
(which is abroad currently) in Saransk and for provision of its full operation. Implementation of the idea of 
moving the headquarters to Russia, announced at the Congress of the Finno-Ugric Peoples in Khanty-Mansiysk, 
has enormous social and political importance, including that of strengthening the authority of our country in 
the Finno-Ugric world. 

Design of the Millennium Square in Saransk
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Large-scale reconstruction of the monument “Friendship of 
Peoples”, which symbolizes the centuries-old unity of the peoples 
of Russia, is planned. 

To mark the anniversary, a new architectural ensemble – the 
Millennium Square, which aims to become one of the main attrac-
tions of the capital, will be created in the central part of Saransk. 

A modern 26-storey building of the Ogarev Mordovian State 
University, which, along with the buildings of the Finno-Ugric 
Center will complete the formation of the university quarter of 
the capital of Mordovia, should provide the holistic look to the 
square. 

Another new building, which will appear in the center of Sa-
ransk, is the eight-storey city post office building, which will be 
erected at the site of the former one.

Within the preparations for the anniversary events, construc-
tion of a number of unique sports facilities is planned, including 
the Water Sports Stadium, Russia’s only indoor football and track-
and-field arena, the Universal Palace of Team Sports, the second 
and third building of the Regional Biathlon and Cross Country Ski-

Design of reconstruction of the 
monument “Friendship of Peoples”
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ing Sports Training Cen-
ter, and the Race Walking 
Olympic Training Center. 
A new football stadium 
“Yubileyniy” (Anniversa-
ry) with 44,000 seats is 
planned to be construct-
ed in Saransk for the FIFA 
World Cup 2018. It must 
also be one of the central 
locations of the upcoming 
holiday. 

The most modern 
technical solutions, de-
signs and materials will be 
used during the construc-
tion of these facilities.

Several large hotel complexes will be constructed here to make it possible to accommodate the many guests 
of the upcoming cultural and sporting events in Saransk in 2012. 

The look of the capital of Mordovia will become even more attractive. On the right bank of the Saranka river, 
near the Pushkin Central City Park, a large museum and ethnographic complex will be built. 

The painting of the Saint Feodor Ushakov Cathedral is supposed to be completed, as well as the construc-
tion of the Central Mosque; the second great temple in Saransk – the Cathedral of Our Lady of Kazan, is to be 
constructed in 2011. 

The most important object to be built for the region is the Republican Hospital. An inter-regional center of 
high medical technologies will operate on its basis. The consultative clinic for 500 visits per shift has already 
been commissioned. The completion of the hospital construction will be the best gift to the residents of the 
Republic for the anniversary date. 

The Republican Perinatal Center will also be opened soon. The nine-storey complex will be equipped with 
the latest technology. There will be latest air-conditioning system, an independent diesel generator station, the 
system of oxygen supply, and a helipad there. The system of so-called “clean rooms” by the latest German tech-
nology will be used. The Perinatal Center is not just for patients from our Republic, but also for residents of the 
neighboring regions. 

These and many other projects, carried out in Mordovia, demonstrate the tremendous changes taking place 
today in the life of a geographically small republic. The changes, aimed at further dynamic development of the 
region and its capital Saransk, which is getting the look of a modern European city year after year, becoming 
convenient and comfortable for its residents and guests. 

Holding of the commemorative events in accordance with the Presidential Decree on the 1000-year Unity 
of the Mordovian People with Peoples of the Russian State will become a powerful political, moral and psycho-
logical factor in the progressive development of the multi-ethnic Republic, not only a highlight in the life of the 
Mordovians – the people with ancient history and culture, of the people, that pioneered the Russian statehood, 
but also a festive occasion for the whole country.  

Construction of The 
Republican Hospital
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Design of the “Yubileyniy” 
(Anniversary) stadium

Design of the Water Sports Stadium
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Design of the Universal Palace
of Team Sports

Design of the football and 
track-and-field arena 
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Design of the Regional Biathlon 
and Cross Country Skiing Sports 

Training Center

Design of the Ice Palace in the village of Atyurievo
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 1. Sports Complex “Mordovia” (Stroitelnaya St., 13).
 2. Film Art Centre “KimoMax – Pobeda” (Lenina Avenue, 29).
 3. Sports Palace (Polezhayeva St., 34).
 4. Mordovian State University (Bolshevistskaya St., 68).
 5. Mordovian National Drama Theatre (Sovetskaya St., 27). 
 6. Ice Palace (Krasnaya St., 40).
 7. “Start” Stadium (Moskovskaya St., 12).
 8. House of the Republic (Sovetskaya St., 35).
 9. Entertainment Complex “Rado” (Ulianova St., 22 a).
10. Ski and Biathlon Complex (south-western forest of 

Saransk).
11. Building of the Russian Drama and Music Theatre 

(Sovetskaya St., 60).
12. Saint Feodor Ushakov Cathedral (Cathedral square).
13. S. Erzya Museum of Fine Arts (Kommunisticheskaya St., 61).
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